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Diagnosis and treatment of HIV primary infection : the earlier, the better ! In France, the HIV epidemic is far from being controlled and it is estimated that more than 7000 new infections still occur each year. HIV primary infection is a critical time in terms of the risk of contagion of the partners. The risk of evolution of the infection is clearly decreased if the treatment is initiated at the earliest since the benefits of early treatment are now well established. Moreover, the low toxicity of actual treatments facilitates long-term adherence. The challenges of reducing the HIV epidemic in France are therefore to encourage the medical community to widely offer an HIV test to those exposed and to initiate treatment as soon as possible.